d by 
ist all 


‘G. 


3. 

m on 
. the 
-rOVe 
aces, 
-day, 
and 
re ag 


sant 
hn the 
them 
a 2 
pre- 
mn of 
m of 
dis- 
tion, 
ll of 
pirit 
ross, 
that 
nem, 
con- 
n his 
1 his 
ist. 
| the 
n Us, 
) in- 


the 
and 
trast 
was 
iave 
‘the 
chin 
sles, 
| in- 
foot 
| in 
in 
pure 
saw 
the 


rida 
clu- 
jod 
vad, 


the 
cing 
un- 
ple ; 
1 to 


has 


} 


SO 





(Mal 


PUBLISHED SEMI-WEEKLY,] 


VOL. IL. 


DEVOTED TO THE SOVERETIG 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., MARCH 9, 1853. 


CIRCULAR. © 


“BY J. HL. & G. W. NOYES. 


“NO. 33. 








NTY OF JESUS CHRIST. ° 





TERMS. | 
Tue Cincunar is published by Communists, and | 

for Communists. Its main object is to help the ed- 
ucation of several confederated Associations, w ho | 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost princ iple | | 
of conmunity of property. Nearly all of its! 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- | 
nists in principle. It is supported almost entire’y | 
by the free contributions of this Communist con- | 
stituency. A Paper with such objects and such 
resources, cannot properly be offered for sale.— | 
Freely we receive, and we freely Whoever 
wishes to read Thre Circular, can have it wrrnovr 
by applying through 


give. 


PAYING, OR PROMISING TO PAY, 
the mail, or at 45, Willow Place, Brooklyn. If | 
any one chooses to pay, he may send rwo pouLars 
for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us | 
to keep his accounts. We rely on the free gifts of | 
the Family Circle for which we labo. 

7@- Communications should be addressed to— | | 
“Tur Cincutar, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 


RD DD I mmr mOmOSmrmEmrmrmwww—*™ 


S. R. LEONARD & COMPANY, PRINTERS. 











Inspiration the Privilege of Believers, 

The opinion prevails very generally in the 
world, that the age of inspiration, as well as 
the age of miracles, is past ; and it is considered 
almost blasphemy for any to believe that they 
But what is 
The word is a compound of the 





are or can be inspired by God. 
inspiration ? 
Latin in, and spiro, 
which is, to breath 

God therefore properly signifies, the in-breath- 


the primitive meaning of 
into. The inspiration of 
This operation seems 
act of | 
MM. oK | 
20: 22, 


ing of the Spirit of God. 
to have been fitly symbolized by the 
Christ which is recorded in John 
where, having commissioned his disciples, it is 
said, ‘ He breathed on them and said unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost.’ Now it is com- 
mon to hear professors of religion speak of 
having the spirit of prayer, and of the outpour- 
ing of the spirit of God, for instance, in revi- 
vals. But whoever professes to believe in these 
things, in reality professes a belief in inspi- 
ration. If people believe in conversion as the 
work of God’s spirit, they must reecive the idea 
of being inspired. Taking the word inspiration, 
as we should do, in its original meaning, we 
shall learn that afl our spiritual attainments are 
in consequence of the in-breathing of the spirit 
of God. The most common idea is, however, 
that inspiration implies some special revelation, 
or infallible direction of the mind, by the Holy 
Spirit. 
Pvrfectionists, 
things, such as being led by the Spirit to go 
somewhere, or 40 do some particular thing.— 
These special manifestations, though they have 
their place, are the least important parts of 
They may be said to be anoma- 


Even among certain cliques of foolish 
it has been confined to a few 


inspiration. 
lows—out of the natural order 

xceptions to the general rule. 
kin ts of inspiration which are more important 
than this special kind. The first and most val- 
ua le is that general influence of God’s 
which may be called (and is called in scripture) 
The Jews, and other ancient 


of things,—or 
There are two 


spirit, 


an roiling. 
nations, were accustomed on festal occasions to 
anvint themselves with oil. This had an cffeet 
to :aake their bodies more supple, and active, 
to exhilarate, and exalt the tone of the system 
—n effect similar perhaps to that produced by 
astimulating vapor-bath. So the effect of the 
gen ral influence or anointing of God’s Spirit, 
will be, to give vivacity, life, and energy to the 
wWhols man. It will elevate the tone of our 
while system, and give strength, keenness of 
perception, and activity to all our faculties ; 
thus making us quick of understanding, and 
prv-npt in extemporaneous action. This gen- 
er»! influence or anointing, then, we skould 
se i as the most valuable kind of inspiration ; 
fo: smuch as it is more important to do all 
th:igs well, than to have a special talent for 
on particular thing. ‘ Ye have an unetion 
from the Holy One,’ says the apostle John, 
‘aud [he does not say, This unction leads you | 
to ‘osome particular aetion, but} ye know all 
things.’ By receiving this unction, or anoint- 
ing from the Holy One, men are made parta- 








| devil and sin, it would always act right. 


kers of his attributes: they think and see and 
| know and act as God does. 

A second kind of inspiration, though more 
special in its operation than that we have just 
is one which is founded on the orig- 


God made human nature 


' describe d, 
| inal nature of man. 


right. He made it in such a manner that had 
it not been disordered and perverted by the 


The 


common idea of religionists is, that the propen- 


sities and passions ought to be suppressed, and 


subdued under the dominion of conscience.— 
| But every original passion and appetite, both 
of body and soul, is right in itself, because it 
is given of God. Each one has its place ; and 
if all were under proper influence, they would 
act right. Conscience would have only its prop- 
er sphere. All the desires would act in har- 
mony with each other, and with the will of God. 
Hence one important method of inspiration 
which God employs is this :—instead of telling 
men by special revelation to do this or that, he 
seizes upon their destres ; and thus ieads them 
to do what he would have them, not because 
they are required to by a verbal command, but 
because they desire to doit. Thus, for instance, 
God may excite in us an eager desire to inves- 
tigate a certain truth, or to pursue any given 
course which shall accomplish his purpose. If 
we yicld ourselves faithfully to him, so that he 
van take full possession of us, our desires will 
become like the keys of an organ, on which he 
can play as he pleases. We shall find that 
God’s finger, though unseen, is on the keys; 
and that he can sales glorious music. We may 
have sometimes thought, perhaps, that a par- 
ticular passion or part of our nature was barren 
and dead, and that it would never act again.— 
But when the proper time comes, God puts his 
finger on the key; the passion again awakes 
aad comes forth with all its freshness and life. 


The two kinds or methods of inspiration which 
we have now spoken of, may be called the gen- 
eral and the special. The third kind, viz., that 
of special revelations, or by which persons are 
led by the Spirit to do some particular thing, 
(which we have before mentioned,) may be 
called the extra-special. This, though not so 
important as the other kinds, is neverthe- 
less valuable as one of God’s agencies, and will 
be given where itis needed. The first kinds 
are best adapted to a permanent and heavenly 
state. or we can hardly suppose that the in- 
habitants of heaven often have need of special 
revelations—which are of the nature of law— 
to direct their actions. They are governed, not 
by law, but by the spirit of life. All their de- 
sires being under the finger of God, he can 
move them as he pleases. 

As to the means of attaining the inspiration 
of God, whatever increases our attraction to- 
ward him, increases the facility of our receiving 
his inspiration. When God approaches us, we 
feel the power of his attraction; and this 
attraction acting on us, makes us more attrac- 
tive to him. ‘Thus the effect becomes in turn 
a cause, which produces a reciprocal effect.— 
God is the first eause of attraction: he first 
approaches us, and by infusing his life into us 
makes us more lovely. As he comes nearer 
and nearer, his attraction increases ; and at the 
same time we become more susceptible to his 
influences. Thus the effect will be multiplied, 
we might say, in a geometrical rauo. If then 
we would be recipients of his inspiration, and 
increase our susceptibility to his influences, we 
must yield to the action of his Spirit. When 
we feel the power of his attraction upon us, we 
must give heed to it, and act with it. It is not 
by praying, in our own will and our own time, 
and forcing ourselves as it were into his presence 
uncalled, that we shall most favor his inspira- 
tion ; but we should, as the apostle exhorts, 





‘ watch unto prayer,’ and so give free course |rose bearing, repulses every approach of life ? 
to God’s spirit, when it acts upon us. | His covetousness has ‘frozen the genial current 

The benefits which we shall receive from this lof his soul.’ ‘The life is more than meat, and 
inspiration, will be great and increasing. The |the body than raiment.’ The rich man whose 
more we become the subjects of God’s influen- | ground brought forth plentifully, had provided 
ces, the greater will be our improvement in all himself with food and clothing for many years ; 
that is excellent. His life will pervade and | but his life was weak and his body spent, and 
leaven our whole nature, and the result will | ‘his earnings were unprofitable, either for this 
ultimately be, perfection of character. We |world or the world to come. Rather ‘ sell that 
should therefore treasure up in our hearts | ye have, and give alms;’ for one heart, with 
every instance we experience of God’s inspira- | the influx of its life, is worth more than all in- 








. . > . | © 
tion, and let it be the seed of a future harvest. j animate gold. 
‘more than clothing or climate to keep us warm ; 


This is God’s intention in bestowing his gifts 


upon us. Itis not that we should consume 


Envelopments of life are worth 


and draughts of life are wine to the faint. A 


them for our own present enjoyment, but that | -bath is the best of all restoratives. 


we should make them the seed or capital for 


future increase. 


This life-currency is an available possession. 


Too many seem to be ignor-/| Tf there is a community of life between our 


ant of God’s design in giving them benefits.— | spirit and the life of God, we shall find that we 


He gives them seed-corn, and they eat it up. 


| possess a wisdom and power altogether dispro- 


Similar remarks may apply, as to the use we | | | porfionate to our personal capabilites ; and this 
should make of God’s providences, as affording | wisdom and power will be available for infinite 


seed or capital for faith. 


If we carefully | uses, 


All 


It will command every good thing. 


~ > .yv + ‘ M A001 | . . . . 
treasure them up, they will be an increasing | those things which the Gentiles seek after, will 


Our experience 
not ashamed ;’ 


source of confidence in him. 

will ‘ work hope, that maketh 
we shall acquire at length a fund of faith and 
love, that will be unfailing ; 
will be established forever.—[ Reprint. 


The Best Currency. 

It is plain that money is not a thing to be sought 
after by itself. It is valued because it is the avail- 
able representative of food and clothing, and a 
variety of things which contribute to the suste- 
nance and happiness of men; but it would al- 


low a substitute in any thing which could 
command the same resourees of good.— 


There is indeed a superior currency which 
commands all that money does, and money it- 
self, and much more. Love or life is the rep- 
resentative of all good, and is the currency of 
heaven. and the in- 
crease of life, is the industrial ambition of all 
the heavenly phalanx ; and the Prince of life is 
their chief. 


The possession of life, 


The outgoings of all our passions and de- 
sires, the restless endeavor, the vague longing 
of every one’s heart, is for /ife. We seek our 
food and our clothing to supply the fires of 
life. In all our social intercourse we indulge 
a craving for contact and communion of life : 
and we are happy according to the number of 
hearts which our attractions have clustered 
around and mingled with our life. Those who 
are beloved are clothed with life—and they 
are warm and happy. ‘They are in a sunny 
atmosphere. ‘The sunshine of favor’ is a 
phrase philosophical as well as poetical. The 
only riches worth seeking is the possession of 
hearts,—community in the life of other be- 
If we can make money serve us to ob- 
tain these, it is being faithful in 
the unrighteous mammon. ‘ Make to your- 
selves friends (with) the mammon of unright- 
eousness, that when ye fail they may receive 
you into everlasting habitations.’ If we use 
money only to procure food and clothife and 
material comforts, when these tabernacles of 
our bodies fail, we shall find ourselves naked 
and famishing ; but if we have made to our- 
selves friends, we shal] find in the envelopment 
of their life, everlasting habitations. This is 
what is meant by the blessed expression— 
entering into life. Menare fond of literalizing 
hell-fire, but we ought to conceive of the life 
into which the righteous enter as truly pal- 
pable and essential; and we can make a _hea- 
ven here, by a community of life with God and 
his children. 

‘A man’s life consisteth not in the abun- 
dance of the things which he possesseth.’— 
Who is so cold and unblest as the miser, who 
has bis hoard of gold, but whose selfish and mo- 


ings. 
we do well: 


and our hearts | 





be added to us, and become the servants of our 
will, when we are made sharers in the life of 
Ilim who owns the gold and silver, and the cat- 
tle upon a thousand hills. 

The same principles held good in the union 
of two or more human lives. In a true spirit- 
ual community all the contributions of character 
will be available to each member; and all will 
exceed themselves in individual manifestations, 
because they are receiving power and genius 
from the resources of the combination ;—and 
in this living element every one’s own natural 
faculties will be preternaturally developed ; so 
that the mutual advantages of association of 
life will be incaleulable. 

Life is better than money, as an engine of 
enterprise and accomplishment. The man who 
surrounds himself with confiding friends, can do 
more than the selfish man with money in his 
pocket. ‘Where there isa will there is a way ;’ 
and many wills in perfeet concert will find a way 
to do almost any thing they wish ;—-so that in 
these days of speculation, he gains the most 
valuable prize who winsthe most hearts.—[Rer- 
PRINT. 





Christ’s Sovereignty. 

Christ said that all power in heaven and 
on earth was given unto him; the meaning 
of which was, that he was established king 
of the world. There was no power that 
could resist him: his sovereignty was abso- 
lute. That sovereignty may be exerted or 
exercised in two ways. It may be exer- 
cised over the heart and spirit, and passions 
of his subjects, as it was in the Primitive 
church; in which case his kingdom is a king- 
dom of truth, and grace, and peace, and its 
subjects willing subjects ; or it may be exer- 
cised as it was at the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, over those who obeyed not the gospel, 
when he may be said to rule ‘ with a rod of 
iron.’ 

Christ immediately upon his resurrection, 
commenced exercising the sovereignty which 
he said was given to him, but only-on a small 
scale in the first way of ruling over men’s 
passions by grace and truth. He did reign 
over the Primitive Church in that way, aud 
also protected them substantially, from their 
enemies round about, showing them that he 
was not only king in their hearts, but that he 
had the power of external repression, and 
final destruction in relation to those who 
would not obey the truth. The proof of 
this latter power came out distinctly at the 
destruction of Jerusalem. 

His sovereignty over mankind from that 
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time to this, has been to a great extent, in 
the secondary way of ruling men as men 
rule brutes. The world has not been rational 
enough to be ruled in the better way, and 
he has ruled it with a rod of iron, Mean- 
while, however, he has been insinuating him- 
self into men’s hearts and spirits more or 
less. He is now getting the beginning of a 
better kingdom than one in which he rules 
with a rod of iron ; and that is what we mean 
when we say that the kingdom of God is 
come; we mean that he has commenced 
ruling again in this world in hearts, and over 
passions, governing men as rational beings. 
He has found subjects that will freely give 
him his throne in the empire of human pas- 
sion. In laboring for the sovereignty of Je- 
sus Christ, we do not imagine that his su- 
premacy is not established, that he is not 
already reigning on his throne as king of the 
world, by the election of God, and the title 
of almighty power; but we are laboring for 
the introduction of his better method of gov- 
ernment, that the rule of the rod of iron 
may come to an end; that he may rule men 
in their hearts, and by their own under- 
standings—that the will of God may be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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BROOKLYN, MARCH 9, 1853. 
Early Views of the Second Coming. 

Gibbon, the author of the ‘ Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire,’ was a good antiquarian. We ac- 
cept his testimony as to the main fact stated in the 
following paragraph, though we reject his infidel 
disposal of that fact. In his history, Vol. I, page 
261, he says : 

«© In the primitive church, the influence of truth 
was very powerfully strengthened by an opinion, 
which, however deserving of respect for its usefulness 
and antiquity, has not been found agreeable to expe- 
rience. It was universally believed, that the end of 
the world and the kingdom of heaven, were at hand. 
The near approach of this wonderful event had been 
predicted by the apostles ; the tradition of it was 
preserved by their earliest disciples ; and those who 
understood in their literal sense the discourses of 
Christ himself, were obliged to expect the second and 
glorious coming of the Son of man in the clouds, be- 
fore that generation was totally extinguished which 
had beheld his humble condition upon earth, and 
which might still be witnesses of the calamities of 
the Jews under Vespasian and Hadrian. The rev- 
olution of seventeen centuries has instructed us not 
to press too closely the mysterious language of 
prophecy and revelation; but as long as, for wise 
purposes, this error was permitted to subsist in the 
church, it was productive of the most salutary effects 
on the faith and practice of Christians, who lived in 
the awful expectation of that moment when the 
globe itself, and all the various races of mankind, 
should tremble at the presence of their divine Judge. 
This expectation was countenanced by the 24th chap- 
ter of Matthew, and by the first epistle of St. Paul 
to the Thessalonians. Erasmus removes the difficulty 
by the help of allegory and metaphor; and the 
learned Grotius ventures to insinuate, that, for wise 
purposes, the pious deception was permitted to take 
place.’ 

Bulwer, in his romance of ‘ The last days of Pom- 
peii,’ refers to this ‘ error,’as he calls it, of the early 
Christians, and works it into a thrilling episode of 
his final scene. Though fictitious in its details, 
this episode is worth reading for its endorsement of 
the fact stated by Gibbon, and also for its authentic 
description of the terrible eruption of which it treats, 
We need only say by way of introduction, that Her- 
culaneum and Pompeii, (two cities of southern Italy,) 
were buried alive, ky volcanic ashes vomited from 
Mount Vesuvius, in the year 79 (A. D.,) i.e. nine 
years after the destruction of Jerusalem. Bulwer 
pictures the scene at Pompeii thus : 

The crowd at the amphitheatre, in the midst 
of their cruel sports with gladiators and wild 
beasts, suddenly beheld with ineffable dismay, 
a vast vapor shooting from the summit of Ve- 
suvius in the form of a gigantic pine tree ; the 
trunk, blackness ;--the branches, fire.; that 
shifted and wavered in its hues with every mo- 
ment, now fiercely luminous, now of a dull and 
dying red, that again blazed terrifically forth 
with intolerable glare ! 

There was a dead, heart-sunken silence— 
through which there suddenly broke the roar 
of the lion, which, from within the building, 
was echoed back by the sharper and fiercer 
yells of its fellow beast. Dread seers were 
they of the burden of the atmosphere, and wild 
prophets of the wrath to come ! 

Then there rose on high the universal 
shrieks of women; the men stared at each 
other, but were dumb. At that moment they 
felt the earth shake beneath their feet; the 
walls of the theatre trembled ; and beyond, in 





the distance, they heard the crash of falling 
roofs; an instant more, and the mountain 
cloud seemed to roll toward them, dark and 
rapid, like a torrent ; at the same time, it cast 
forth from its bosom a shower of ashes, mixed 
with vast fragments of burning stone! Over 
the crushing vines,—over the desolate streets, 
over the amphitheatre itself,—far and wide,— 
with many a mighty splash in the agitated 
sea,—-fell that awful shower! * * * * 

The cloud which had scattered so deep a 
murkiness over the day now settled into a 
solid and impenetrable mass. It resembled 
less even the thickest gloom of a night in the 
open air than the close and blind darkness of 
some narrowroom. But in proportion as the 
blackness gathered, did the lightnings around 
Vesuvius increase in their vivid and scorching 
glare. Nor was their horrible beauty confined 
to the usual hues of fire ; no rainbow ever ri- 
valled their varying and prodigal dyes. Now 
brightly blue as the most azure depth of a 
southern sky--now of a livid and snakelike 
green, darting restlessly to and fro as the folds 
of an enormous serpent—now of a lurid and 
intolerable crimson, gushing forth through the 
columns of smoke, far and wide, and lighting 
up the whole city from arch to arch—then 
suddenly dying into a sickly paleness, like the 
ghost of its own life ! 

In the pauses of the showers, you heard the 
rumbling of the earth beneath, and the groan- 
ing waves of the tortured sea ; or, lower still, 
and audible but to the watch of intensest fear, 
the grinding and hissing murmur of the esca- 
ping gases through the chasms of the distant 
mountain. Sometimes the cloud appeared to 
break from its solid mass, and, by the lightning, 
to assume quaint and vast mimicries of human 
or of monster shapes, striding across the gloom, 
hustling one upon the other, and vanishing 
swiftly into the turbulent abyss of shade ; so 
that, to the eyes and fancies of the affrighted 
wanderers, the unsubstantial vapors were as the 
bodily forms of gigantic foes—the agents of 
terror and of death. 

The ashes in many places were already knee- 
deep ; and the boiling showers which came from 
the steaming breath of the voleano forced their 
way into the houses, bearing with them a strong 
and suffocating vapor. In some places im- 
mense fragments of rocks, hurled upon the 
house-roofs, bore down along the streets masses 
of confused ruin, which yet more and more, 
with every hour, obstructed the way; and, as 
the day advanced, the motion of the earth was 


more sensibly felt—the footing seemed to slide | 


and ereep—nor could chariot or litter be kept 
steady, even on the most level ground. 

Sometimes the huger stones, striking against 
each other as they fell, broke into countless 
fragments, emittingsparks of fire, which caught 
whatever was combustible within their reach ; 
and along the plains beyond the city the dark- 
ness was, now terribly relieved: for several 
houses, and even vineyards, had been set on 
flames; and at various intervals the fires rose 
sullenly and fiercely against the solid gloom.—- 
To add to this partial relief of the darkness, 
the citizens had, here and there, in the more 
public places, such as the porticoes of temples, 
and the entrances to the forum, endeavored to 
place rows of torches; but these rarely con- 
tinued tong; the showers and the winds extin- 
guished them, and the sudden darkness into 
which their sudden birth was converted had 
something in it truly terrible, and doubly im- 
pressing on the impotence of human hopes the 
lesson of despair. Frequently, by the momen- 
tary light of these torches, parties of fugitives 
encountered each other—some hurrying toward 
the sea, others flying from the sea, back to the 
land ; for the ocean had retreated rapidly from 
the shore—an utter darkness lay over it, and 
upon its groaning and tossing waves the storm 
of cinders and rock fell without the protection 
which the streets and roofs afforded to the land. 
Wild—-haggard—-ghastly with supernatural 
fears, these groups encountered each other, 
but without leisure to speak, to consult, to ad- 
vise; for the showers fell now frequently, 
though not continuously, extinguishing the 
lights which showed to each band the deathlike 
faces of the other, and hurrying all to seek 
refuge beneath the nearest shelter. The whole 
elements of civilization were brokenup. Ever 
and anon, by the flickering lights, you saw the 
thief hastening by the most solemn authorities 
of the Jaw, laden with, and fearfully chuckling 
over, the produce of his sudden gains. If in 
the darkness, wife was separated from husband, 
or parent from child, vain was the hope of re- 
union. Each hurried blindly and confusedly 
on. Nothing in all the various and complica- 
ted machinery of social life was left, save the 
primal law of self-preservation ! 

* * ~~ * & 

In the midst of this awful scene, a group of 
men and women bearing torches passed by the 
temple. They were of the congregation of the 
Nazarenes ; and a sublime and unearthly emo- 





tion had not indeed quelled their awe, but it 
had robbed awe of fear. They had long be- 
lieved, according to the error of the early Chris- 
tians, that the last day was at hand; they 
imagined now that the day had come. 
“'Wo!wo!” cried, ina shrill and piercing 
voice, the elder at their head. ‘ Behold! the 
Lord descendeth to judgment! He maketh 


fire come down from heaven in the sight of 


men! Wo! wo! yestrong and mighty! Wo 
to ye of the fasces and the purple! Wo to 


the idolater and the worshiper of the beast! 
Wo to ye who pour forth the blood of the 
saints, and gloat over the death-pangs of the 
sons of God! Wo to the harlot of the sea! 
—Wo! wo!” 

And with a loud and deep chorus, the troop 
chanted forth along the wild horrors of the air, 
‘¢ Wo to the harlot of the sea !—wo ! wo !” 

The Nazarenes passed slowly on, their torch- 
es still flickering in the storm, their voices still 
raised in menace and solemn warning, till, lost 
amid the windings of the streets, the darkness 
of the atmosphere and the silence of death 
again fell over the scene. 

[Supposing any such scene as this to have occur- 
red, we should say that these wo-denouncing pilgrims 
were the Millerites of those early days—fanatics 
that were looking into the material world for what 
had already taken place in the spiritual world; but 
their expectation of the Second Coming in that age 
was fairly inherited from the apostolic generation 
that immediately preceded them—as the expectations 
of the present Millerites are not.] 





Talk about the Second Coming--No. 3. 

Inquirer.—If the spiritual believers who were 
the true witnesses of the Second Coming, were 
as you say, changed by the lightning of Christ’s 
presence, and taken away, still the question 
remains, why the ‘foolish virgins,’ from whom 
they were separated so suddenly and mysteri- 
ously, and who were left in this world, did not 
report something about the matter. Do you 
suppose that a manifestation so mighty as the 
facts in this case imply, spiritual though it was, 
could take place without making a tremendous 
impression of some kind on those who were in 
the company of believers up to the moment 
when they vanished ? 

Circular.—We are not left wholly to con- 
jecture on this point. Several facts are recor- 
ded which show that the approach of spiritual 
beings does affect, more or less, the senses of 
worldly bystanders. Take the case of the mani- 
festation of the angel at the sepulchre of Christ ; 
which is as good a foreshadowing of the Second 
Coming as we could wish. Matthew reports it 
as follows :-—‘‘ In the end of the sabbath, as it 
began to dawn toward the first day of the week, 
came Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, to 
see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a 
great earthquake : for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 
His countenance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow: and for fear of him the 
keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 
And the angel answered and said unto the wo- 
men, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here; 
for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay: and go quickly, and tell 
his disciples that he is risen from the dead; 
and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee ; 
there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. 
And they departed quickly from the sepulchre 
with fear and great joy, and did run to bring 
his disciples word.” (Matt. 28:1—8.) Here 
we see a discriminating operation, somewhat 
like that deseribed in Christ’s words—‘ one 
shall be taken and another left.’ The believing 
women were filled with fear and great joy by 
the same glorious presence that struck the un- 
believing keepers senseless to the earth. But, 
take notice, the believers only reported this trans- 
action. See how the unbelievers smothered it : 
‘Some of the watch came into the city, and 
showed unto the chief priests all the things that 
were done. And when they were assembled 
with the elders, and had taken counsel, they 
gave large money unto the soldiers, saying, Say 
ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him 
away while we slept. And if this come to the 
governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and se- 
cure you. , So they took the money, and did as 
they were taught: and this saying is commonly 





reported among the Jews wntil this day.” (Matt. 
28: 11—15.) How do you know but that 
some such hushing up as this took place among 
the ‘ foolish virgins,’ who were near enough to 
the manifestation of Christ to know something 
about it, but yet, being left, were under strong 
inducements to smother their impressions ?— 
The Christendom that 
Christ did not come when he said he would, 


common report in 


certainly has no better foundation than the re- 
port among the Jews that he did not rise from 
the dead when he said he would ; and probably 
the truth was suppressed in one case very 
much as it was in the other. 

We have another example of the discrimin- 
ating effect of a spiritual presence on different 
persons, in the case of Paul’s vision on his way 
The story of this transaction is 
told by Luke as follows :—‘“‘As he journeyed, 


to Damascus. 


he came near Damascus ; and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light from heaven: 
and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice 
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
And he said, Who art thou, Lord ? 
And the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom thou 
It is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks. And he, trembling and astonished, 
said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go 
into the city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do. And the men which journeyed 
with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but 
Paul tells 
the same story, thus :--‘‘As I made my jour- 


thou me? 


persecutest 


seeing no man.’ (Acts 9: 3—7.) 


ney, and was come nigh unto Damascus about 
noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great 
light round about me. And I fell unto the 
ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And I 
answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said 
unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou 
persecutest. And they that were with me saw 
indeed the light, and were afraid; but they 
heard not the voice of him that spake to me. 
And I said, What shall Ido, Lord? And the 
Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damas- 
cus ; and there it shall be told thee of all things 
which are appointed for thee todo. And when 
I could not see for the glory of that light, being 
led by the hand of them that were with me, I 
came into Damascus.” (Acts 22: 6—11.) 
Here was certainly a personal approach of 
Christ’s glorious body, resembling in its nature, 
though not in its power, his subsequent Second 
Advent. You observe that while Paul had a 
glimpse of the brightness of Christ which in- 
stantly blinded him, and while he distinetly 
heard the words of Christ, and conversed with 
him, the men that were with him saw no man 
and heard no intelligible words ;—and yet they 
were partially affected both by the light and by 
the voice—saw a radiance, and heard a noise 
that terribly frightened them. Yet we have 
no reason to believe that their report of this 
scene ever found its way into common history. 
Paul only, appreciated it enough to give the 
world an account of it. It was salvation to 
He was ‘ taken’ and the others ‘ left.’ 
And by the way, do you not see that Paul, 
having such an experience of the power of 
Christ’s presence to begin his course of faith 
with, ‘new what he expected and whereof he 
affirmed, when he proclaimed to believers ihat 
the Lord would descend and blast their keepers, 
and change them from mortality to immortality 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the crisis which 
was approaching? Tle, teo, could say with 
Peter, and those who witnessed the transfigura- 
tion, that he ‘had not followed cunningly de- 
vised fables wher he made known the power 
and coming of the Lord; for he had been an 
eye-witness of his majesty.’ 

Inquirer.—Y ou suppose, then, that all per- 
sons who happened to be in the company of 
believers at the appearing of Christ, were more 
or less sensible of the spiritual agency which 
caught them away, and certainly must have 
noticed with wonder, if not dismay, their sud- 
den disappearance. Now considering how 
many believers there were on earth at the pe- 
riod of the destruction of Jerusalem, and what 
multitudes of their companions of course m4¥.. 


him. 
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have been left behind, with some disturbing 
impressions at least, of the fearful fact that had 
come near them, it is hardly conceivable that 
no trace of this great transaction should have 
been left on the annals of the world. 
Circular.—The number of true believers at 
that period was by no means so large as you 
imagine. Nearly all of the first generation of 
disciples had passed away by death, and the 
spirit of falsehood and apostasy made sad havoc 
with the second generation. Read Matt. 24: 
10—12, 2Thess. 2: 3--12, 1 Tim. 4: 1—3, 
2 Tim. 3: 1—5, 4: 3, 4, and you will see that 
there was a ‘ great falling away’ in the ‘ last 
times’ of the apostolic age. Christ evidently 
did not expect that sound faith would last be- 
yond one generation, and for that very reason 
set the time of his Second Coming at the limit 
of a lifetime from his first ; that he might mark 
distinctly the point of division between true 
Christianity and false, and withdraw himself 
and his church from responsibility for the im- 
postures which have since been set up in his 
name. He plainly intimated that true believ- 
ers would be few and far between at bis advent, 
when he asked that significant question — When 
the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on 
the earth?’ (Luke 18: 8.) 
be borne in mind that the few scattered believ- 
ers who remained alive at the Second Coming, 
were taken away in the very crisis of the most 
turbulent time that the world ever saw; when 
death was gathering its harvest by millions, and 
when, of course, the sudden disappearance of 
a few obscure individuals could not have attrac- 
That was also the very 
history, at least so 


Moreover, it must 


ted much attention. 
crisis in respect to which 
far as the Christian church is concerned, is 
most incoherent and unreliable. Perhaps the 
half-witnesses that were left, were themselves 
soon swept off by pestilence, famine, or the 
sword. Perhaps they reported that their miss- 
ing companions were struck by lightning—that 
they themselves were prostrated and blinded 
by the flash, and when they recovered thewi- 
selves, their friends were gone. The men that 
journeyed with Paul when the Lord appeared 
to him on the plains of Damascus, would, very 
likely, have reported something of this kind, if 
that fiery presence which blinded him, had come 
nearer and taken him away. Finally, perhaps 
in the progress of antiquarian researches it will 
yet be found that the Second Coming did make 
its mark indelibly on the external records of 
mankind. We leok with some confidence for 
future discoveries in this direction ; though the 
only witnesses that can tell the whole story in 
the case are of course to be sought in the king- 
dom of heaven, among those who were taken 
away. 


Thoughts on Grehamism. 
Grahamites, in their zeal fora vegetable 
diet, versus meat-eating, philosophize somewhat 
like this: The state of our mind, and the dif- 
ferent passions of our nature, correspond in 
agreat measure to the quality of the food we 
eat. If we eat, (say they,) such gross articles 
as swine’s flesh, our passions will necessarily 
into uncontrollable, swinish 
state ; and, on the other hand, if we eat fruits 
and vegetables, ‘ blessed brewn bread,’ and the 
like, our passions will come naturally into a 
refined and obedient state : the mind will lose 
its grossness, and our thoughts will more freely 
soar heavenward, toward all that is good and 
beautiful. 

The principle involved in this philosophy we 
think a good one; and we may see it exempli- 
fied in nations and in individuals. The most 
barbarous tribes are the most gross in regard to 


come a gross, 


‘he matter of eating; and it is evident to an 
observing eye that the minds of many, even in 
this enlightened country, are to some extent 
stupified and made gross by the not-best quality 
and unnatural quantity of the food the y eat. 
Though we should disapprove of some things 
in Graham’s philosophy, we like the principle 
stated above, and think it may well be extended. 
Why stop with brown bread, apples, peaches, 
pears, berries, &e., when we haye access to the 
‘bread which cometh down from heaven,’ and 





to the fruits of the tree of life? This kind of 
bread and these fruits are freely offered to us, 
and we know they are the most substantial 
Now if the principle of Gra- 
that the state of 
will correspond to the quality of the food we | 


articles of food. 
ham be correct, 


our passions | | 





| of procuring the needful surveys for a railroad to 
ithe Pacific. 


The surveys are to be made under | 
the direction of a topographical engineer, to 


'be designated by the President, and a report to 


be m: ide j in February next. Ti he bill also au- 
thorizes the corps of Surveyors to be suit: ably | 
| divided according to the several routes most in | 


eat, what a favorable change may we not ex- | Tepute, and to act in concert with such other 


pect in consequence of cating the word of God ? 
If, according to the Graham philosophy, those | 


who eat swine’s flesh will be gross and swine- | work: 


Pp arties as may be interested in the project ; and 
i the Secretary of War is instructed to receive 
and report estimates for the construetion of the 
so that we may regard the Pacific Rail- 


like, and those who eat brown bread and fruits | lroad as actually begun. — Brook: lyn Eagle. 


come God-like. 


| 
will be Graham-like, then it follows that those | 


who are nourished by the word of God will be- | 


Meaning ¢ of ‘the Term ‘the Flesh.’ 
It is somewhat difficult to get at Paul’s 


Here is apparent the greatest fault of Gra- | meaning in the use of the term ‘the flesh ;? but 


ham philosophers; they ignore the real charac- 
ter and virtue of the bread of life, and content 
themselves with a superficial application of the 
principles of truth they have diseovered.— 
Many of them probably have no idea of the 
word of God as an actual substance, which may 
be reecived into our being, and digested, and 
become part of us, as well as any other kind of 
food. This is the view we gain from the New 
Testament. ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.’ ‘The words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life.’ ‘Tam the bread of life: your fathers did 
eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 
This is the bread which cometh down from 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not 
die. Lam the living bread which came down 
from heaven: if any man shall eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever.’ 
not only that the word of God is 


Here we are 
made to see, 
bread indeed, but also that by eating this bread 
onr life will become EreRNAL Lire. On the 
same principle that certain kinds of vegetable 
food may have a tendency to refine and purify 
the life, 
grossness, so the natural and inevitable effect 
of receiving into our natures ‘ the bread which 
cometh down from heaven,’ is to purify the 
lite to such a degree that it will repel every 
kind of grossness, and death itself—to make it 
more refined than any subtlety of evil. And 
it isin accordance with this same principle, 
that those who ‘ eat and drink the flesh and 
blood of the Son of man,’ by faith, (see John 
6: 47, 48,) have their conversation in heaven : 
they live, yet not they, but Christ lives in them. 

Let Grahamites take this view of the word 
of God, ., conceive of it as 2 real substance 
that may a anal into our natures, and it 
will lead them to modify their philosophy 
somewhat in regard to meat. The great objec- 
tion they urge against its use, is that it is too 
stimulating, &e. Now admitting this to be 
the fact, it is eertain that the word of God is 
full of moderation and peace, and able to neu- 
the opposite clements, whether in food 
Hence Paul says to Timothy, 
‘Every creature of God is good, and nothing 
if it be received with thanksgiv- 


tralize 
or elsewhere. 


to be refused, 
SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD OF 
Some things hurtful con- 


ing, FOR IT IS 
GoD AND PRAYER.’ 
sidered alone, become harmless in proper com- 
binations. The apostle, in the passage just 
quoted, does not say anything is good to eat 
considered as a simple clement of food ; but he 
does say everything is good in a true combina- 
tion with the word of God: and it is to be 
doubted whether he would call even brown 
bread ‘blessed’ by itself. ‘ There is none good 
but one, that is, God.’ 

We maintain that the word of God, or the 
bread of life, is the most important nutriment ; 
that when our first parents ceased to eat this 
bread, they died ; that whoever does not now 
eut this bread ‘hath not life;’? and that the 
great hope for the physical as well as spiritual 
improvement of mankind, is the hope that they 
will accept of the bread which cometh down 
from heaven. w. 

Oneida, March 6, 1853. 





Tue Pacirie Ratrtroap.—Among the meas- 


ures of the late Congress, one of the most impor- 


tant, is that appended to the appropriations at 
the last of the session, on the motion of Senator 
Chase, appropriating $100,000 for the purpose 


causing it to repel some forms of 





we think it may be understood, by constantly 
remembering that he was full of the philosophy 
that Swedenborg claims to have originated, re. 
specting the corporations of heaven and hell be- 
ing in the human form. That idea is not at all 
original with Swedenborg—Paul was perfectly 
familiar with it. His doctrine that the church 
is the body of Christ, and 
corresponding to that, on the other side, is the 
theory of the ‘old man.’ The new man is 
Christ. The church makes up the new man, 
i. e., the body of Christ. On the other hand, 
it is said, ‘ Put ye off the old man ;’ represent- 


is one form of it; 


ing the whole carnal corporation that men be- 
long to before they believe in Christ, as an 
organized unit, corresponding to the human 
body. 
into the minutie of the comparison, and repre- 
sents believers as particular members in Christ’s 
body—talking about it like an anatomist. But 
his conception of the ‘old man,’ was quite as 
definite and conerete as of the ‘ new man.’ 

Ilis conception of the old man, is evidently 
the basis of his philosophy about the flesh.— 
He does not talk about our individual flesh,— 
he talks about the flesh of that great unit, the 
Ife has no idea of imputing evil 


In the ease of the church, Paul goes 
’ £ 


old man. 
necessarily to our individual flesh, or our bod- 
ies. We have discovered mistake in 
the common doctrine that the body is to be 
considered ‘ vile,’ and given over to damnation 
asa reprobate. The 
probably the teaching of a wrong signification 
of the term ‘ the flesh,’ has contributed to raise 
that false theory about the body, and make 
Paul responsible for it. The flesh is the old 
man—the spiritual principality that comprises 
all of the first Adam. The selfish material ot 
the human race is the flesh. It is the part that 
has possession of us in our first life. Christ 
says, ‘that which is born of the flesh is flesh .’ 
We are all born, primarily, not only of our 
fathers and mothers, but of this old man. 


a great 


misunderstanding, and 


There is not a particle of truth in the idea 
that Paul considered our individual flesh as 
or as condu- 
He writes to the 


necessarily evil and out of order, 
cive to corruption and sin. 
Thessalonians, ‘I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and 4ody be preserved blameless unto 
the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Are 
we to suppose that he considered a body which 
was sanctified as still a vile body, and one that 
God would destroy? or that he called the 
sanctified body ‘ the flesh.’ 

We ean sevarate ourselves from the flesh 
and cease to have anything to do with it. We 
can dissolve our connection with the great car- 
nal principality that Paul calls ‘the old man,’ 
which is ‘ the flesh,’ in the corrupt sense of the 
word. There is such a thing as celestial flesh. 
Christ is 2 celestial being ; and the spiritual 
corporation that he is introducing into this 
and has opened to us, is celestial flesh. 
not ouly 


world, 
We can become members of Christ, 
spiritually, but our bodies can become members 
of him, in this world, and all our connection 
with the flesh cease. The exhortation, ‘ Put 
ye off the old man,’ relates as much to our 
bodies as toour souls. Disengage your bodies 
from the flesh of the old man. 
Our individual physiology is like 
which may go by one kind of power or another. 
The same machinery may be carried by water, 
or steam, or hot air. This great corporate in- 
fluence proceeding from the human race, which 
Paul ealls ‘the flesh,’ is one power, one motor, 
one spiriual medium in which our individual 


e machinery, 


| machinery can act, ‘On the other hand, Christ 
;comes to us, offering us another medium adapt- 
led to possess and propel the same machinery, 
jand make it serve an opposite end. You will 
|find the good and evil of life all determined by 
ithe question, Which power has possession and 
carries your machinery? Two men may do 
the same thing, and yet the result shall be to- 
tally different. The man who is possessed and 
propelled by the flesh shall eat and drink, 
his passions, to his own des- 
while another in the medium of 
Christ’s spirit shall do the same things and be 
profited by them. ‘ Be not deceived ; God is 
not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap: he that soweth to the 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but he 
that soweth to the spirit shall of the spirit reap 
life everlasting.’ In doing precisely the same 
thing you can sow to the flesh or to the spirit, 
and in the one case you will reap corruption, 
and in the other life everlasting. You cannot 
judge actions by their external appearance, or 
by anything visible ; their value lies interiorly 
in their spiritual connections. 


and gratify 
truction ; 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 179. 
[Revortep For THY: Gusieien. Apri, 15, 1851.) 
GRACE BETTER THAN SUFFERING. 

Paul speaks in his epistle to the Philippi 
ans of desiring to ‘know the fellowship of 
Christ’s sufferings, being made conformable 
unto his death.’ The Primitive church at the 
Second Coming, attained to that point. We 
need not go through all that they did, be- 
cause if we can be ‘ made conformable’ to 
them,we shall have the benefit of their experi- 
ence. Paul says, ‘I fill up that which is be- 
hind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh, for 
his body’s sake, which isthe church.’ His 
own sufferings went right in with Christ’s, for 
the benefit of the church ; and the sufferings 
of that whole first church, go in for our 
benefit. We need not expect to go through 
all their sufferings and martyrdom. It is 
not God’s object to make us martyrs, so 
that we shall have great stories to tell.— 
He prefers that we should appreciate those 
who have gone before us. He says, ‘ lis- 
ten to the stories of those who have fought 
your battles for you, and let them show their 
wounds.” 

Itisa great mistake to suppose that every 
one must of necessity go through judgment 
and suffering in order to get into good fel- 
lowship with God. Suffering is of the na 
ture of law; Christ suffered under the law— 
but he made an end of the law. God will 

y ‘IfI cannot get you to apprehend that 
for which you are apprehended, in any oth- 
er way, I will put you through suffering ; 
but if you will believe it, that dispensation 
is past—the Primitive church have filled up 
the measure of suffering.’ This may be 
considered one of the great deeds accom- 
plished at the Second Coming. Antichrist 
was consumed, death destroyed, the fash- 
ion of this world passed away, and the dis- 
pensation of suffering came to an end. 

This is a present truth as it is in Christ, 
and it is important that we apprehend it. 
We must consider ourselves in a childish 
state, so long as suffering is necessary for 
our improvement. A child has to be chastised 
again and again to make it choose what is 
best; but it does not follow that we must 
learn in the same way. We should please 
God better to learn without suffering; and 
it is best to set our faces that way, and hope 
toadvance pretty rapidly into a different 
order of things. Let us train ourselves to 
an appreciation of the experience of the 
Primitive church, and count it egotism for 
any to be back in their own individual ex- 
perience. The experience of the church as 
a whole is our ground of faith and hope, and 
we shall apprehend the faith of that church, 
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just in proportion as we go out of ourselves iby suffer 


and look at what has been done in them. 


Hence the importance of finding out their /@"Y new science, the first le 


experience in relation to the Second Coming, 
and appreciating the results of it. 

Let us look into this matter of suffering, 
and see what purpose it answers, and wheth- 
er thesame good could not be accomplished 
in some other way. ‘This is the philosophy 
in the case: our spirits are in affinity with 
evil spirits and intermixed with them, and a 
separation must take place. There must be 
a dissection and decomposition of the union. 
That is obtained in the way of suffering, by 
God’s bringing this compound of our spirits 
and the devil’s intermixed, into a strait that 
carries it to desperation ; so that one oi the 
elements dies without hope. The other ele- 
ment, our own spirit, leavened with Christ’s 
spirit, dies into the resurrection, and in the 
crisis of death the separation takes place. 
The desperation of a squeeze, as we call it, 
brings about these two results,—-a new open- 
ing of the life into Christ, and a death tothe 
evil spirit which has been mixed with us and 
embarrassedus. Now the questionis, wheth- 
er we cannot bring about this dissection and 
separation from evil, and a new opening of 
the spirit into Christ, in regard to any poiut 
in which we need faith, without being put 
into a strait; and whether it is necessary 
that we ourselves should be reduced to des- 
pair along with the spirit we want to get rid 
of. Is there not some way in which the evil 
spirit can be brought to despair and death, 
without our being brought into circumstan- 
ces of desperation ourselves? I answer, 
that in the nature of things the spirit of faith, 
which is immortal life, is a growing princi- 
ple, one that grows by its own motion and 
without suffering. But supposing our faith 
grows in this natural way, you may say that 
when dissection takes place and the evil 
spirit goes forth, and there is an enlargement 
of heart, there must be suffering. I reply 
that in the element of perfect life, the 
solution of affinities, and driving out of 
evil spirits that are within us, will cause at 
most, but momentary pain. It will be like 
bodily pain, a pain that our minds and hearts 
are free from; and the pleasure of growth 
in Christ will so far transcend the suffering, 
that all the way along ‘death will be swal- 
lowed up in victory ;’ and there will be on 
the whole a balance of pleasure. I insist 
that the standard we shall set up, is the 
standard of attraction ;—that is the schoo! 
we are destined for ;—and all this suf- 
fering and distress and necessity do not be- 
loug, properly, to the dispensation we are in. 


I know that in order to get me to look at 
Christ, God has had to put me into terri- 
ble circumstances, where I could but just 
exist; but Ido not mean that he shall be 
compelled to treat me in that way any more. 
It is not fair dealing with the truth. ‘There 
should be a spirit in us which will volunteer 
in the pursuit of truth, and‘ run and not be 
weary, and walk and not faint;’ and 
give Christ as little trouble about it as pos- 
sible. 


py growth, and not necessarily conditioned 
on <he presence of desperate suffering. So 
fay 13 the intellectual part is concerned, i.e., 
the discovery of truth, we know that 
discovery may become a natural, healthy, 
happy process. It is true that we are put 
up to the discovery of truth by difficult cir- 
cuinstances ; that is one way of quickening 
the perceptions of our intellects ; but I deny 
utterly that it is the only way; and in fact 
every body knows that it is only aninitial and 
childish way, to get the intellect into action 


We should seek new openings of our! 
sp vits jato Christ as a natural, healthy, hap-| 


ing. Itis the way that children 
‘have to be dealt with. In taking hold of 


ilargement of mind in that direction 
‘some, but ultimately the exercise becomes 
la pleasure ; and the student is able to make 
greater advances than he did at the begin- 
‘ning, without any foreing. ‘This is as appli- 
cable to faith, as to any other branch of 
‘knowledge. We can go onin the study of 
|faith, without compulsion. Our hearts can 
come into the habit of following our spirit- 
ual judgment, not from the pressure of suffer- 
ing, but from rational delight in the truth. 

Thus it is clear that there is another way 
of ‘ growing in grace and the knowledge of 
Christ,’ than by being brought into despe- 
‘ate straits: it is not necessary that appre- 
hension of truth and enlargement of faith, 
should always come as the result of great 
distress. Our life can become charged with 
the life of Christ, till it is magnetic like his 
life. In the first stages of the process, the 
operation of Christ’s life upon ours is like 
shocks of the magnetic fluid, which are of 
The object of suffering 


momentary effect. 
i but each leaves 


is to bring on these shocks : 
its effect, and as the number of them in- 
creases, they are accumulating chronic, 
magnetic power in our life, and assimilation 
to Christ. So thatif we have been brought 
into faith, and the discovery of Christ, we 
are not like ordinary persons—there is a 
permanent quality of life established in us, 
tending to qualify us to pursue the truth natu- 
rally, and from attraction. It is the object 
of God, as soon as possible, to have that 
part of our life that has affinity with the 
truth, become voluntary under the perma- 
nent attraction of the truth; so that there 
will be no need of suffering, 

It is the spirit of antichrist that values 
suffering, as though that were Christ. There 
is no Christ in it. It is only a John-the- 
Baptist dispensation at best. This spirit 
leads to Charles H. Weld’s sort of Uni- 
versalism; which teaches that the one 
who suffers the most will be the most exal- 
ted; on which principle Satan would come 
The truth is, the way of 
Pleasure 


out ahead of all. 
salvation is a pleasurable process. 
is more valuable than pain in its results ; 
and the way that Christ proposes to save us 
on the whole, is not by suffering, but by 
The happiest man is the 
It isa 


making us happy. 
best man, and does the most good. 
blessing to the universe that God himself is 
happy, and utterly refuses to suffer. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR. 
Fellowship with the Primitive Church. 
i take much satisfaction in reflecting upon 


'stndying our relations to the Primitive 


Church. Their fellowship and approval is of 
great value to one who is fighting the good 
fight of faith. 
arise, —* Are they desiring unity with persons 
in this world? Are we worthy of their fel- 
lowship and love, without a greater degree of 
iy rovement—without some preparation which 


But the questions frequently 


will raise us into a higher, and more refined 
: of civilization 7’? We think of them as 


tho inmost refined and civilized people in the 


universe; for they are ‘ holy.and without spot 
li fore God.? They have washed their robes, 
and made them white, in the blood of 


(+ is evident that they do desire unity with 
persons in this world, if itis true that they 
are to reign with Christ on the earth ;—that 
“the holy city, New Jerusalem (in which they 
dwell) is coming down from God, out of heaven, 
and the tabernacle of God is to be with men.’ 


are called to confess the kingdom of God shall | 
find that they rejoice to follow and codperate | 


ssons and en-| with Christ, and that they love all whom he, 
are irk- | loves. Hence if persons are civilized enough | 


CORRESPONDENCE. — 


FROM MARYLAND. 
Hagerstown, March 5, 1853. 
—It is a great lesson to learn, to ‘set the 


‘to receive Christ into their hearts, there need | Lord always before our face ;? but such asit is, 


| be no questioning about their lack of prepara- 
' tion to receive the primitive church. 


| have fellowship with them if we have with him. 
| 


it must be learned before we can come into ful] 


r | fellowship with Christ and the Primitive church, 
We can 


| This lesson was learned and carried out to its 
‘fullest extent by them, as the following texts 


| Any feeling that we are unworthy of Christ fairly prove :—‘* O my Father, if it be possible, 


| a 7 & : : 
ishuts him out of the heart; and the same feel-| let this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as 


|ing towards the primitive church prevents fel- 


ilowship with them. 


their fellowship, is a surrendering of ourselves 
to them in faith—taking the same receptive at- 
titude toward them that we do towards Christ 
in receiving him as a whole Savior. 


then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God.’ 


and by their being ‘quickened with him,’ they 


3y the cross of Christ, 


were raised into circumstances that made it 


proper for them to seck those things that were 


in the resurrection world. They thereby had 


coine in to the society of ‘the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, and to an innumerable company of an- 
gels, to the general assembly and church of the 
first-born, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just 


men made perfect.’ They could not legiti- 


mately seek any other society. 

If we can understand Paul’s doctrine of the 
eross, and fully comprehend it, then it will be 
easy to understand our relations to the primi- 


tive church. If death has come to us by the 


cross of Christ, and we are in the resurrection 
with him, then we also are come to the heav- 
enly Jerusalem, and are surrounded by the 
primitive church and the holy angels. We 
have only to feel after them to realize their 
presence ; and in doing so there will be a flow- 
ing together of our souls with theirs. We 
shall be of one heart and one mind with them, 
and be clothed with their spirit and armor, 
just as fast as we come into the same relation 
with Christ. a oe? 
Wallingford, February, 1853. 


Sentence of the Madiai. 

We find in to-day’s Tribune, the following transla- 
tion of the Judicial Sentence of Francesco and Rosa 
Madiai, the two persons imprisoned by the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany for their religious sentiments. It 
is taken from the Univers, a leading Catholic Jour- 
nal of Paris, and is interesting as embodying pre- 

isely the offenses for whieh they were imprisoned : 

Considering that the penal laws, agreeing with the 
iaterpretations of the most illustrious jurists, recog- 
nize proselytism as a crime punishable by the civil 
authorities— 

Considering that Francesco and Rosa Madiai, born 
and brought up in the Catholic religion, have, within 
the last four or five years, been induced to abandon 
it and embrace the religion which they call Evan- 
gelical— 

That Francesco Madiai, availing himself of the 
lessons in the French language which he gave toa 
young man of 16, endeavored, though without sue 
cess, to detach pim from the Catholic religion; gave 
him, in concert with his wite, a prohibited copy of 
the Bible in French and in Italian— 

That he has made to other persons proposals tend- 
ing to show the superiority of the religion called 
Evangelical to the Catholic religion, counselling 
such persons not to hear the priests, reproving the 
worship of the Virgii Mary and of the saints as an 
idolatry, and especially turning into derision the 
pious custom of burning tapers before the image of 
the Holy Virgin--rojecting the doctrine of the Real 
Presence in the consecrated Host, characterizing as 
an insu. towards God intereession by the Virgin 
and the Saints, rejecting the authority of the Supreme 
Pontiff, saying that the observance of feast-days other 
then Sundays, and abstinence from certain aliments 
weve inventions of sinful men, saying that in the 
sacrament of the Communion, the transubstentiation 
of bread and wine is not true, that Confession is use- 
less, because it is made to man and not to God. 

That to make a young girl of twenty, who was in 
their serviee, abandon her religion, the Madiais 
taught her to read, so that she might understand the 
books which they gave her, such as the Bible trans- 
lated by Diodati, and the hook of Prayer, printed in 
London by the Society for the Diffusion of the Chris- 
tian Doctrine, in which it is said that Purgatory and 
the worship of Images are ridiculous inventions. 

Considering that what has been said by the defense 
on the subject of liberty of conscience and of religious 
tolerance is foreign to the question, seeing that the 
first is not attacked when citizens are called to answer 
for their external acts, and that the second is protec- 
ted, instead of being violated, when one preserves 
another from the danger of seduction and abandon- 
ment of her religion. 

The Court declares that the crime of impiety has 





Wh 
contral cabinet, the royal priesthood of this} 
kinglem, will be the primitive church. Not-| 


i this is done, it will be found thai the 








tanding the dignity of their office, we who 
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wii! 


been committed by the Madiais in the way of prosely- 
tism—and it condemns Francesco Madiai to fifty 
months’ imprisonment at hard labor, and Rosa Madiai 
t forty-five months’ imprisonment, and to a fine of 
800 livies—and at the expiration of their punishment 
to three years’ surveillance by the Police. 


All the refinement and|* 








| 





I will, but as thou wilt.? ‘ My meat is to do 
he will of him that sent me.? ‘ Whatsoever 
ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name of 


preparation that is needed for entering into ithe Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Fa- 


ther by him.’ &e. And as we rise into unison 
with them, the same object will be attained by 
us, independent of circumstances. 

I accept of Christ’s terms of salvation :— 
‘Come unto me, all ye that are weary and 


, ° J | : . ’ 
Paul's doctrine to the churches was,——‘ If ye| heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’ Take 


my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meck and lowly in heart ; and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls.’ I have enlisted under the 
banner of his cause, not for a time, but for 
eternity ; and my heart swells with gratitude 
to God, to know that he has raised up a people 
to codperate with him in delivering the world 
from sin and death, and asserting his right of 
sovereignty on the earth. How sweet the eom- 
munion of souls, when commingling sincerely 
and honestly in the glorious principle of love, 
truth, and purity. And it is cheering to know 
that by faith we are baptized into Christ’s 
death and resurreetion, and are one with him 
in the Father, even as he prayed. ‘ That 
they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, 
and Tin thee, that they also may be one in 
us, that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me. . . Lin them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one, and 
that the world may know that thou hast sent 
me, and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.’ 
When our hearts joyfully respond unto this 
prayer of Christ for the unity of his followers, 
our faith becomes a living reality, and our one- 
ness is made manifest. 
Wo. V. Sercuman. 





From the N. Y, Herald, 
Singular Phenomenon in Maine--Thunder and 
Lightning Snow-Sterm 

The snow-storm accompanied by lightning, which 
occurred here on the 15th inst., says the Bangor 
Mercury of Feb. 26, we have already alluded to. 
John 8. Dodge, writing from Bass Harbor, Mount 
Desert, to the Fountain and Journal, describes the 
same storm, as it appeared there, as awful and sub- 
lime. He says a thunder cloud passed over the place, 
which, for terrific appearance, exceeded any thing 
ever witnessed there. It had been stormy all day, 
and had blown a gale  Acseven P. M. it ceased 
blowing, and flashes of lightning commenced, and 
soon thunder was heard, and at half-past seven o’- 
clock the scene was grand and awful beyond descrip- 
tion. 

Mr. Dodge thus describes the aftair and the in- 
juries :—The lightning was of a purple color, and 
sometimes appeared like balls of fire, coming in 
through windows and doors, and down the chimneys, 
while the houses trembled and shook to their very 
foundations. 

Mrs. E. Holden was near a window, winding up 
a clock; and a ball of fire came in through the win- 
dow and struck her hand, which benumbed her hand 
andarm. She then, with all in the house, retreated 
into the entry. Another flash succeeded, and in the 
room from which they had retired resembled a vol- 
une of fire, whirling round and producing a crack- 
ling noise. A similar appearance of fire was seen, 
and crackling noises were heard, in a large number 
of the houses. Some, who heard the noise, say that 
it sounded like breaking glass. 

Captain Maurice Rich had his light extinguished, 
and his wife was injured. He got his wife on toa 
bed, and found a match; at that instant another 
flash came and ignited the match, and threw him 
several feet backwards. John L. Martin received 
so severe a shock that he could not speak for a long 
time. 

A great many persons were slightly injured.— 
Some were struck in the feet, some in the eye, while 
others were electrified, some powerfully and some 
lightly. But what was very singular, not a person 
was killed or seriously injured, or a building dam- 
aged; but acluster of trees, within a few rods of 
two dwelling houses, was not thus fortunate. The 
electric fluid came down among them, taking them 
out by the roots, with stones and earth, and throw- 
ing allin every direction. Some were left hanging 
by ther roots from the tops of the adjacent standing 
trees—roots up, tops down. 

The lightning, after entering the earth to the depth 
of several feet, and for a space some eight or ten 
feet in diameter, diverged into four different direc- 
tions. One course which it took led through the 
open land, making a chasm to the depth of several 
fect, and continued its march, unobstructed by the 
solid frozen ground, or any other substance, to the 
distance of 370 feet, lifting, overturning, and throw- 
ing out junks of frozen earth, some of which were 
ten or eleven feet long by four feet wide, and hurl- 
ing at a distance rocks, stones, and roots. The 
power here displayed was truly awful, and had it 
fallen on a building, it would have thrown it, with 
its inmates, into ten thousand fragments. It really 
seems that God’s mercy is manifested in sparing our 
lives amidst such dangers and destruction. And 
whilst we thus enjoy his mercies, O, that we might be 
duly affected with gratitude of heart. 

I understand that in South West Harbor, and 
North East Harbor, (in this island,) several vessels 
had their masts rent in pieces; one had some plank 
torn from her, and one man was knocked down, but 
not killed. 
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